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INCE THE NATIONAL ESDpowMENT for the Arts’

Medal of Arts was hrst accorded in 1983, more than

2 extraordinary patrons and artists in the helds
of visual, performing and literary arts have been honored., In
that time period, four architects and designers with whom
H[Il!” hi.i:" I"[Il.lﬂll"ri.l.ll‘ll ]lll'ﬁl' I'r‘“l"l"llll-l'll 1h|" i.l'l'rillli: Ih:”"“
Nu;_r_uu,'hi {19871, Robert Venturi I'llﬂﬂi. Frank I}r'hr} “%P
and, most recently, Florenee Knoll Bassen (2002), That
Knoll artists have been reprezented on no fewer than four
occasions in the 20 vears <ince the award’s inception athrims
our ongoing commitment to collaboration with independent
designers who challenge convention with creativity, imagina-
tion aml vision,

The National Medal of Arts is the highest award given to
artists and arts patrons by the United States government. It
is awarded by the President of the United States to individu-
als or groups whao, in his judgment, “. are deserving of special
recognition by teason of their outstanding contributions to
the exeellence, growth, support and availability of the arts in
the United States,”

We are honored to have worked with the remarkable architects
and designers whoe have been recognized by this venerable
institution and who continue to inspire us to sustain the
innovalion, service aml |J.|‘H].EII vision that define the Knoll
experienee, They are among the leaders, inventors, makers
and thinkers whose collaborative approach to design informs
our [l;l:it, prt'-u:*u[ and [ature.

}‘,)d.u fﬁa‘gﬂ%
kass Bradley

President and CEO, Knoll North America
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REE=1= TR AMERIG = story i wavs Hhat transtorm
e ordipnars inlo the extraordimars. |hr". creale e
worrdds anal VIR =, = OonEs anl sel = hat imbie
our o=t conmon moments with unconmmon meaning, A
possesses Lhe power not only 1o lift out heart= buy also 1o
it our eves o envision the possibilities of tomorrow, Artists
help us understand what it means to be fully homan.

Vinerica 1= a nation founded on the freedom of the imagina-
tion, A= this vear’s awards demonstrate, it is a place where
children From rural Texas or urban Detroit, and immigrant s
from Germany, China, or Franee. can help reshape our sense
of the world throngh the ingenuity, dedication, and originali-
tv. The stories of these artists demonstrate the magnibicen!

range of America s energy and creativity,

With the presentation of the 2002 National Medal of Arts,
our nation’s highest award for creativity, we recognize nine
master artists and teachers. Their remarkable Lifetime achieve-
ments constitute a priceless gift to future generations, Their
work in danee and drama, song and stageerall, design and

drawings, memorials and musewms has enviched our calturee,
We celebrate these remarkable people and thank them for

their indispensable contributions to nourishing the
nation’s soul.

S M. ?**W-*

Dana Cioia

Chairman

National Endowment for the Aris
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Isamu Noguchi Robert Venturi & Denise Scott - Brown Frank O Gehry

1990 1995

* Excerpts from article written by: Melissa Milgrom
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